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he Northward Course of Empire, by Vilhjalmur Stefansson. The northward course of 

empire wats written to promote the idea of a new wave of civil expansion into the artic circle, 
a region generally considered to be invalid for economic development in the mindset of 
most. Within this volume, the myths of the northern frontier are explained and dispelled, 
such as how the lands are not perpetually frozen, and that the coastline of the Canadian 
artic can be warmer than the interior of the United States. Many reasons for the untapped 
wealth of the colder regions are confronted, with suggestions for new means of industry and 
commerce to be incorporated into the economy of the future.. Total running time:  
01. Preface. Introduction  
02. The Northward Course of Empire 
03  The North That Never Was 
04  The Fruitful Arctic 
05  The Livable North 
06  The Established Arctic Industries 
07  The Domestication of Ovibos 
08  Transpolar Commerce by Air 
09  General Considerations 
10  Postscript 
11  Appendix 

 
This recording is in the public domain and may be reproduced, distributed, or modified without 
permission. For more information or to volunteer, visit librivox.org. 
Cover picture by Vilhjalmur Stefansson (1922). Copyright expired in U.S., Canada, EU. and all countries 
with author’s life +70 yrs laws. Cover design by {Leon Harvey}. This design is in the public domain.  
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